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90 ~’94 687 | 387 | 550| 262 | 617 | 304 473 3.61
'95 ~’99 156 | 235 120 | 2.16 1.06 | 276 | —1.01 2.71
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g 311 2.21 2.66 199 | 246 | 208 1.59 1.80

A2 DSSEHIRAENTAIZ HIEO2 KX} At

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015
—A— 2534 —A— 3544 —A— 2534 —A— 3544
—8— 4554 55-60 —8— 4554 55-60

= DEYEI2HEIAE HiYez Mt At

foe)
I~
T
5
i
THI
o0&l
on
i
foi
2
o
re
>
%N
T
1z
H
ox
12
1
oo
10



Bt AP 7S AEATE WA Bt AR YeES 1S4
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'80 19.4 31.7 259 49,2 285 58.2 33.3 64.5
85 32.1 52.4 446 81.4 482 96.1 46.8 109.0
90 59.6 82.8 771 133.8 80.8 161.3 70.5 1571
95 111.0 134.9 1400 | 206.2 145.7 264.4 121.3 | 2658
‘00 145.2 183.8 179.1 283.8 189.0 | 356.0 1432 | 365.2
‘05 1874 | 2282 | 2207 | 3553 2284 | 4257 181.7 | 4210
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‘07 2028 | 2465 | 2503 | 3952 | 2604 | 4917 | 2201 503.9

‘08 201.6 | 2547 2522 | 3931 2603 | 4713 | 2246 | 4671

‘09 1088 | 251.6 | 2462 | 3812 | 2554 | 4565 | 2222 | 4342
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11 2174 | 2702 | 2505 | 3979 2503 | 4732 | 2229 | 4265

2211 280.7 2545 406.2 263.2 478.0 226.2 440.9

2
13 231.1 2852 | 2676 | 4107 | 2772 | 4984 | 2420 | 4722
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80 199 272 - - - - - -
85 33.4 45.4 - - - - - -
90 63.3 75.6 62.2 77.6 - - - -
95 117.3 139.3 126.9 140.8 - - - -
‘00 157.3 108.5 1518 1739 1119 1225 - -

‘05 2060 | 2774 | 2077 236.3 150.5 187.4 - -

‘07 223.1 3320 | 2243 | 2765 1770 | 21563 | 2076 | 299.3
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12 2549 | 3313 | 2673 | 3503 | 2059 | 2488 | 2329 | 3194

13 356.7 | 2332 | 3606 1777 - - - -
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— o2,
var(uiyt) =0, 0'7” + 0' .t 0 I
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Abstract

The Empirical Analysis on Korean Labor
Income Distribution

Han, Jong—Suk
Yoon, Sung—Joo
Choi, Seung—Moon

Using four different publicly-available data sets, we analyze the
dynamics of labor income inequality in Korea over last 35 years. We
apply the similar frameworks from the special issue of the Review of
Economic Dynamics (RED2010) to look at several dimensions of income
inequality including variance of log earnings, Gini coefficient, 90/10 ratio,
etc,

We first examine whether the four data sets are compatible with each
other by analyzing demographic and earnings variables of each data set.
We compare them with one another and with the National Accounts and
give plausible explanations for the observed differences among the data
sets.

In Korea, labor income inequality has been increasing not only in the
top of the income distribution but also in the bottom of the distribution.
Gender gap is decreasing, but it is still significant compared to other
countries analyzed in RED2010. College premium decreased rapidly in the

late 1980's and early 1990's, It has remained relatively constant since

Abstract © 147



2000. Unobservable components of income inequality has been rising
since mid-1990's, This is possibly related to the instability of labor

markets, Based on these results, we derive policy implications.
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