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Perception of income inequality and giving
UYE ZHAO|THHT BN S 1R
BEES O1N|CHSi ZRISHT BiAE T

This study analyzes how perceptions of income inequality relate to donation
behavior by examining approximately 10,000 taxpayers across South Korea. We
focus on individualsperceptions of current and future income inequality and find the
following: First, increasing the perception of income inequality promotes donation
behavior. Second, individuals who believe current income inequality is more severe
than it will be in the future will reduce the amount of giving compared with individuals
who view present and future income inequality as the same. Third, the perception
of income inequality of the high-income group shows a more significant and stable
positive relationship with donations. Overall, our results are consistent with theoretical

predictions that greater inequality increases charitable giving.
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